


Confident and

dependable,

the German

Shepherd Dog

keeps faithful wateh. <

over his family. - .

six acres of rural
countryside they
call home in

Harrisburg, Ore., when she

noticed a strange man walking
up the mountain road and across

the pasture.

"He was weanng a bong, black raimeoa i
black cap, and booked totally oul of plice up
here in our small, hilliop community,” recalls
Williarrs, chair of the (eesman Shephend Dig
Club ol Amencas Health send Genetscs Conn-
mtiee dnd 4 bpeader of GEDs for more than 30
years, “He couldn’t see Nero bacanse thens i
a tall bedige between our house and the rad.
He conld only see & silver-hadred, old woman
walking alose.

Thee ren started to climb the fence, headed
somvard 'Willizma “Toero, il behind the hedpe
haadn’t seen him yet, bul be immedialely sensea
myy fear and ran out 0 frost of me, the full

arly one morning last win-
Emr, Barbara Williams and
her 8-year-old German Shepherd
Dog Nero were out walking the

%

lempth of his lead. The nexi moament, they s
each other, and Mero el po ofe of his “Bon
wamangs” 15 nod & gromd or 8 hanc | caml
desombe i, ot it wall s the haar op on e
hack of wour mack,” she says, =That man pol one
hosoike mb e, mlll 92 poamads off him, and almost
icwe: hiss coat off getting back scross the fence!™
Moments laler, the police smved ahead of
their cran tracking dog. That's when Wilkiams
podd theeen, My dog can brack ™ In mo mme, he
Wil German-tmined Shephend led police up
the wooded hillside io s set of fresh tracks
“Meyo was only doing what comes naturally
o this incomparshle breed.” Williams says. ~]

have always counied on my German Shephenks
wor usard, and defernd, and profect me.”
50 famous ane they for their law enlone-

ment and military work that the dogs are
sometimes simply refemed o s " police dogs.”
Bul G50k were designed, jast @ cenbary g,
10 be the comsummate worker, Today they
exiel nol just in peotection, bat ol guarding and
herding sheep, a5 well as in search and nescue
service, racking, detection work, and ammal-
pssisied therapy,

Carmen Batiaglia, PhD. a human behay
jorsl scientist and reseancher in Roswell, Ga.,
has been breedisg and studying GSDs for more

WL DOCFRATY D08 | “ptesoa 2007 5’!



BREEDPROFILE
German Shepherd Dog

Country of origin: Germam.
Original wse: Hesding sheep.
Group: Herding Group (ARCK
Harding Dog (UKG).

Lite span: 12 1o 14 yeams.

Colar: Variabli, but SRong CoOSs
preferred by AKC siamdand; Diue
and liver are serious kults. Whike 15
accepied by the LKC, bot disquad-
fled in the AKC show ring.

Caal: Harsh, straight, misdium-

: females, 22 to 24 inches;

&0 1o 85 pounds.

Persomality: Deeply affectionati

and koyal, but resaned with

strangers. Hghly inteliigent, confi

dent, and leeely.

Traimability: High.

Activity level: High.

Koniwemi halth prodilames: Hip and

elbow dysplasis, bioat, skin oondi-

tions, and gastrointes

lems, including gastrtis and vomit-

g, ming others

Good with children? Yes.

Good with other peis? Yes,

inlerant of most other

Hational breed chub; German

Ehepherd Diog Club of Aménica,

Shara Albrght, comesponding sec-
a2

Shephend Rescus Assotiation, Linda
Kury, president; (B30) 529-T306;
WL BESIB.COM
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than 3} years. “GSDs are probably the
el versafile of all breeds™ he says.

When he lets his ladest pair, 3-year.
obd Diash and f-year-obd Cassie, outside
im the momings, the first thing they dois
walk the perimeter of the propery,
checking o see i anyone of amything
visited durimg the night. “They patrol®
b says. “Theen when 'we go on our daily
walks in the neighborhood, they herd,
They po owl 1o the end of thelr 20-foot
retractable leads, come back, circle
lmn!ux,mlpumlw—lﬂdlﬂ,g
us @5 we walk. When we come i the
community poed, Cassae curcles oul and
gaithers the docks."™

S.I'qﬂ'mds we sho & very healthy
beeed, Batiaglia says, with only five or
sin kpown inherited diseases. Hip dys-
pl.m':l. once noboeous among L0,
ramikcs. muschs Joweer boclay at Mo 41 of 148
beeeds tracked by the Chthopedic Foun:
dation fior Anémals.

"G50 are wonderful dogs, but they

hite-costed German Shepherd Dogs have
been @ part of the breed since fts earliest
days, but different registries apply difiereat policies,
leading o a dﬂﬂ:ﬂt rersy. The American Kennel
Club Eﬁméﬁmlﬁ ite as a disqualification
in the show ring, but white German Shephesd Dogs
ara fully registrable and may participate in all other
AKC-sanctioned activites and performance events.
The United Kenmel Club, on the other hand, has
given the White Shepherd separmte bréed status,

are mol your everyday, you-do-your-
ehing-aed-Tll-do-mine kind of dog.™ Wil-
hisms sxya. “[Max] Von Siephanitz [the Ger-
man cavalry officer who first developed the
breed] sl ol i costbe the fimest canine work-
ing beeed in the world, and be succesded with
the GSD, The Shepherd is keenly sware of his
suroendings and will protect his masier, his
home, helongings, and family with his e

That's hecause the G5 capacity Ior bove
and comgunicnship runs deep. “A Shepherd fol-
loras directions and wallmgly gives :|l'l.'l..l1.'l:.llll:l.“
if you eam it Williams moles. To wan your
Shephend's devotion, you must provade firm yet
g:nﬂ:: I,-.p:hnhip. in sddition 1o byvishing hum
with your lowe, respect, and companionship.

“A few minutes ot the end of the doy won'l
- safisfy GSDs" emotional mecds” Baltaglsa
wares, ~Yiou have to put time, effort, and enengy
into them.”

Foetumaizly, the combinatsan of a big brain

and a boving beart makes the (G50 one af the
exgiest dogs 1o live with and tmin. Introduce
house rulles 1o pupples immediately, and fol-
low up with obadience classes.

“A, Shepherd with a good lemperament is
laid-hack, bt he has his job 1o da, whethes
that's profecting you, or e house andl e
babvy, or the cat,” says Lew Bunch, presicent of
the GSDCA and a Kansas City, Mo, residest,

An older, well-trmimed, well-cacecised GSD
may give the sppearance of an ebder stalesman
— calm, dagnified, confident — bt up until
obowt age 3, he can be & very large handful
Mature Shepherds, however, enjoy the antes
of respectful children and tolerie household
pels |:|-|.|i|r well, “Thash sprawls out on the floor,
and the cats siep over him,” Bataglia says.
"Hrm-i.lirl:h-. fioy iy wHendion 1o them.™

Im 2006 the GED was ranked the thard most
popular breed in American Kennel Club regas-
trations — up from fourth place in 2005, “The
G50 has always heen popalar and justifiably
s amys Bumch, “because they are 5o fun and
a0 versatile” Bumch has six of his oam “They
all &leep i the bedroom with us st night and in
the mornieg we go for & nen They make me
grin every day” he says “They'se my hest
friemds” B3
Tevry Winkedmann i & DOG IFNCY contributing edi-
tor wha Fves in 5L Lows
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